
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
The Montana Association for Career and Technical Education would like to announce 
that Kristen Rothe, Agricultural Education Teacher at Missoula County Public Schools, 
has been selected as the 2014 Montana Career and Technical Education New Teacher of 
the Year. 
 
Kristen is a a graduate of the University of Wisconsin – River Falls with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Agriculture Education and a duel certification to teach Agriculture and 
Science as well as a minor in Animal Science. This past spring, Kristen was hired by the 
Missoula County Public School to join the Agriculture Education program at the 
Missoula Agriculture Center.  Kristen had previously taught at Victor.  The Missoula 
Agriculture Center is located on a 100 acre farm that includes three classrooms, animal 
lab facilities, greenhouse and mechanics shop.  The Missoula County three teacher 
Agriculture program is one of Montana’s premier FFA Chapters and Agriculture 
Education programs.     
 
According to Kristen, “In today’s fast paced digital age, Career and Technical Education 
must adapt and change to stay relevant to students.  I strive to assure the labs and lessons 
that I teach remain current and prepare students for the workforce and a post highschool 
education.  My curriculum is up-to-date on topics and techniques that are tailored to 
individual student needs. My teaching style is primarily hands-on and lab based.  It is my 
firm belief that students retain knowledge better when they are engaged through hands-on 
learning activities.” 
 
.   
Her greatest contribution to CTE has been establishing a new Agriculture program at 
Victor School.  Individual classroom programs are the foundation of Career and 
Technical Education.  Adding a new program has opened many new doors for the 
students at Victor.   
 
Kristen has taken many leadership roles within ACTE & NAAE.  She  recently was 
nominated as the committee chair for the NAAE  Strategic Planning Committee.  She 
was also asked to join the MAAE Legislative committee where she will take a leading 
role in ensuring the continuation of CTE funding including Perkins, VoED and 
Advancing AgEd.   
 



The Association for Career and Technical Education is the largest national education 
association dedicated to the advancement of education that prepares youth and adults for 
careers. Montana ACTE is a member state with a mission is to provide leadership in 
developing an educated, prepared, and competitive workforce.  The Montana Association 
for Career and Technical Education provides the career and technical education necessary 
to create the highly skilled workforce that supports the demands of the 21st century 
economy and promotes economic development in Montana’s communities. 
 
The New Teacher of the Year Program is to recognize individuals who are currently 
employed as full-time classroom/laboratory teachers in a career and technical education 
program. Nominees must have taught for a minimum of three but not more than five 
years. 
 


